
3rd Mission 
Possible Asian 

Retreat

Baptist Missions to 
Forgotten Peoples 
is not just a mission 
agency that handles 
funds for missionaries 

around the world. We 
love missionaries. We are 
interested, not only in our 
BMFP family, but also in 
the lives and ministries 
of other missionaries 

regardless of their mission agency. 

The heart of Dr. Burge, the former President of 
BMFP, was to be a blessing and an encouragement 
to missionaries around the world. We have a desire 
to see missionaries succeed on the mission field and 
to stay in the work that God has called them to do. 
The mission possible retreats were birthed with this 
concept in mind and God has blessed this endeavor 
now for over 25 years. Back in 2017, we began the 
Mission Possible Asian Retreat in Bangkok, Thailand. 
The Lord used that retreat in the life of a young man 
to call him into the ministry. He and his wife are 
now on pre-field ministry to go out as missionaries.

We just completed the 3rd Mission Possible Asian 
Retreat with 48 in attendance. The Lord gave us a 
sweet spirit and used the retreat to be a help and 
encouragement to missionaries from 6 different 
countries. This year we were able to have a good 
number of MKs present. The ladies worked with 
them all week and they had a great time being with 
other Missionary Kids (MKs) from different parts of 
Asia. We have the heart to minister to the whole 
family and help them get a little reprieve from the 
rigors of ministry in Asia. Missionary work in Asia is on 
a different level with some very unique challenges.

We have the dates set for the next Mission Possible 
Asian Retreat for January 20th-25th, 2025! If you are 
an independent Baptist missionary serving Asia, a 
pastor or a missionary prospect, we encourage you 
to sign up and be a part of this retreat. This is a great 
place to hear and get to know other missionaries 
and the burdens for the people to whom the Lord 
has called them. Go to mpasianretreat.org and sign 
up today! This may be the retreat that God uses 
to call you into missions or confirm your calling!

Jonathan & Rachelle Lyons
President

The Paradox of Missions

“That thou art Peter, and 
upon this rock I will build 
my church” (Mat. 16:18).

I have a fond memory 
of when I was a young 
boy of 7 or 8 years.  Dad 
let me “drive” the car.  In 
reality, Dad set me in his 
lap and let me steer the 
car in the driveway.  I 
remember feeling the 
excitement and bliss of 
this new experience.  Afterwards, I went bursting 
through the door to tell my mom and older brother 
that I drove the car myself.  I gave little thought to 
the fact that it was really Dad who controlled the 
car.  My feet were too short to touch the brake and 
gas pedal.  

In Matthew 16:18-21, the Lord Jesus not 
only unveiled what He was about to do but 
also how He was going to do it. His plan to 
build His church has involved Peter, the other 
apostles, and every Spirit-filled believer since.  

We see in verse 18 the two primary elements 
that make up God’s formula for the great work of 
missions:  The human element (“thou art Peter”) and 
the supernatural element (“upon this rock,” that is, 
Christ).  Simply put, on the one hand there is a poor, 
weak, foolish human and on the other hand the 
all-knowing, all-powerful, sinless Son of God.  Thus, 
we can see that the work of missions is a paradox.

The word paradox is defined as “a statement 
that is seemingly contradictory or opposed to 
common sense and yet is perhaps true” (Meriam-
Webster.com). An example of a paradoxical 
statement is found in the familiar hymn “Little 
Is Much When God Is In It” (Kittie Suffield, 1924).

We see the paradox of missions unfold throughout 
the New Testament, particularly in the Pauline 
Epistles.  For example, the Apostle Paul wrote in 
Galatians 2:20, “I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me.”  In 1 Corinthians 15:58, Paul made a correlation 
between the believer’s “labour…in the Lord” and 
“the work of the Lord” in which he encouraged 
believers to be “stedfast, unmoveable, always 
abounding.”  
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When writing to the Philippian church, Paul  
exhorted the believers to “work out” what God 
was working in (Phl. 2:12-13).  These are just a few 
exhortations for believers to trust God’s power 
in times of weakness, fear, and much trembling 
(1 Cor. 2:3-4). 

Like Peter in Matthew 16, God is 
teaching us these three simple 
things: 1) The Lord is with us 
when we do not feel it. 2) The Lord 
is still in control when we lose 
it.  3) The Lord has an expected 
end though we cannot see it.

When you feel overwhelmed at 
the enormity of the task God has 
called you to, remember that 
He is the One who enables (1 
Tim. 1:12).  He is in control.  Like 
a father who lets his young son 
steer the car, the Lord lets us have 
a small part in His magnificent 
work of missions.  “Now thanks 
be unto God, which always 
causeth us to triumph in Christ” (2 Cor. 2:14).

Missions is Feet
by Charity Woon

“After that he poureth water into 
a bason, and began to wash the 

disciples’ feet” 
(John 13:5). 

I hate feet. Feet are gross! I 
worked at a shoe store when I 
was a teenager, and I remember 
thinking, “I never want to touch 
other people’s feet again!”
Last year, when I was asked to wash 
the feet and trim the toenails for a 
woman who could not do it herself, I 
struggled. I did not want to do it. I grabbed a 
basin of water and slung a towel over my shoulder.
As I knelt to place her feet in the water, a vivid 
picture of my Lord washing feet flooded my 
mind. In that moment, I knew God was teaching 
me to be a better missionary. Missions is feet. 

We know missions is beautiful feet that bring 
glad tidings, but do we realize missions is also 
reaching out to dirty, stinky feet? It is kneeling 
to do tasks that are not pleasant. It is going 
where it is not always fragrant and clean. It is 
humbling ourselves and remembering the heart 

of our Savior, who knelt and washed not only 
the feet of disciples that loved Him, but also 
the feet of the one who would betray Him.
I am learning to love feet. Jesus does.

News From the Field
Geoffry & Kara Fahringer

Chile
fahringer5tochile@gmail.com 

Kara and I started language school 
in December. We have enrolled 
in a program called Spanish 4 
Servants, a ministry specifically 
for missionaries going to South 
America. Our instructor is a pastor 
in Peru and works with us for an 
hour every day over Zoom. We 
are working through our second 
month now and are pleased with 
this program. The goal is for us 
to not only be fluent but to be 
preaching and evangelizing in 
Spanish by September.

The Lord gave us an amazing 
opportunity to return to our 

mission field in January. This trip was very important 
to Kara and me because it is the first time that our 
children would see Chile for themselves. After 

selling our home and spending nearly a year 
on [pre-field ministry], our children were 

struggling with the unknown of where 
we are moving. Praise the Lord all three 

kids fell in love with Punta Arenas and 
our oldest two felt a burden for the 
souls there. It is an answer to prayer 
that all three of them are ready 
and excited to move permanently 
to our mission field. Honestly, 
we all wanted to stay, and it was 

hard to come back to the states.

My family was able to get together 
with brother Elvis and his wife. My kids 

where super excited to meet the couple 
that started praying for the Lord to send them a 

pastor the same week the Lord placed a burden 
on our hearts for South Chile. Brother Elvis was 
very excited about our visit and even found a few 
properties for rent that would be big enough to live 
in and start a church in. We took a picture of all of us 
standing in front of a house that is currently for rent. 
Although this one might not still be available when 
we move there, it was great to look at homes and 
neighborhoods and get an idea of what to expect.

What is Faith Promise?

Paul asked churches to promise 
a certain amount and gave them 
an allotted time to gather it. He 
would come to pick up their gifts, 
using them to establish churches 
and win the lost for Jesus Christ. 
“Now concerning the collection for 
the saints, as I have given order to 
the churches of Galatia, even so do 
ye. Upon the first day of the week 
let every one of you lay by him 
in store, as God hath prospered 
him, that there be no gatherings 
when I come” (I Cor. 16:1-2).

“ I t 
is remarkable 

that God began this 
work among the Indians 

at a time when I had the least 
hope, and to my apprehension 
the least rational prospect of 
success.” 

– David Brainerd    


